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NEWSPAPERS

Seattle Times

(AM weekdays, AM Sunday)
Fairview North and John St.
P.O. Box 70, Seattle, WA 98111
Phone: (206) 464-2276 or
(800) 343-6319

Fax: (206) 464-3255

Web: www.seattletimes.com

Seattle Post-Intelligencer
(AM weekdays, Saturday)
101 Elliot Ave. W.,

Seattle, WA 98119-4220
Phone: (206) 448-8370

Fax: (206) 448-8164 or 8224
Web: www.seattlepi.com

Tacoma News-Tribune
(AM Monday-Sunday)
1950 S. State St.,

P.O. Box 11000,
Tacoma, WA 98411
Phone: (253) 597-8680
Fax: (253) 597-8360
Web: www.tribnet.com

Everett Herald

(AM Monday-Sunday)
Grand and California St.,
P.O. Box 930,

Everett, WA 98206
Phone: (425) 339-3470
Fax: (425) 339-3464
Web: www.heraldnet.com

Eastside Journal

(AM Monday-Sunday)

1705 132nd Ave. NE.,

P.O. Box 90130,

Bellevue, WA 98009-5590
Phone: (425) 453-4255

Fax: (425) 635-0603

Web: www.eastsidejournal.com

Daily Olympian

(AM Monday-Sunday)

111 Bethel St., NE.,

P.O. Box 1219

Olympia, WA 98507

Phone: (360) 754-5432

Fax: (360) 357-0202

Web Site: www.theolympian.com

x

The Daily

(AM Monday-Friday)
University of Washington,

132 Communications Bldg.,
Seattle, WA 98195

Phone: (206) 543-2703

Fax: (206) 543-2345

Web: www.thedaily.washington.edu

Associated Press

3131 Elliot Ave., Suite 750,
Seattle, WA 98121-1095
Phone: (206) 682-1812
Fax: (206) 621-1948

South County Journal

(AM Sunday-Friday)

PO Box 130, Kent, WA 98035
Phone: (253) 872-6600

Fax: (253) 872-6611

Web : www.southcountyjournal.com

TELEVISION

KOMO-TV

(ABC, Channel 4)

140 4th Ave. North,

Seattle, WA 98109

Phone: (206) 404-4006 or 4167
Fax: (206) 404-3438

KIRO-TV

(CBS, Channel 7)

2807 3rd Avenue,

Seattle, WA 98121

Phone: (206) 728-7803 or 8901
Fax: (206) 441-4840

KING-TV

(NBC, Channel 5)

333 Dexter Ave. N.,
Seattle, WA 98109
Phone: (206) 448-3959
Fax: (206) 448-3953

KCPQ-TV

(FOX, Channel 13)

1813 Westlake Ave., N.,
Seattle, WA 98109

Phone: (206) 674-1313 or 1450
Fax: (206) 674-1713

ﬁ'.

Fox Sports

Net Northwest

3626 156th Ave SE,
Bellevue, WA 98006
Phone: (425) 641-0104
Fax: (425) 641-9811

RADIO

KOMO (AM 1000)

200 Tower Bldg, 7th and Olive,
Seattle, WA 98101

Phone: (206) 516-3101

Fax: (206) 516-3110

KIRO (AM 710)

1820 Eastlake Ave E.,
Seattle, WA 98102

Phone: (206) 726-7000 or 7440
Fax: (206) 726-7001

KJR (AM 950)

190 Queen Anne Avenue, N.,
Seattle, WA 98109

Phone: (206) 270-4795
Fax: (206) 286-2495

Pioneer Radio and Sports, Inc.
Forest Office Park, Bldg. E
14645 Bel Red Road,

Suite, 200

Bellevue, WA 98007

Phone: (425) 649-8982

Fax: (425) 643-7804

- MEDIAINFORMATION.

INTERVIEWS

Interviews with players and
coaches should be set up through
Misty Tucci in the media relations
office at least 24 hours in advance.
Please call (206) 543-2230 for as-
sistance.

CREDENTIALS

Requests for working media cre-
dentials should be directed to Misty
Tucci at least 24 hours in advance
of the game you wish to attend. Call
(206) 543-2230, fax (206) 543-
5000, or e-mail Tucci at
mistyrc@u.washington.edu.

WEB SITE

Stay updated on all Husky teams
on the Washington Athletic
Department’s internet site at http://
www.gohuskies.com.

INFO CONNECTION

The Pacific-10 Conference utilizes
the automated fax-on-demand sys-
tem called Info Connection. Info
Connection allows members of the
media to receive media releases in
all sports 24 hours a day. In order
to access information on Husky
softball, call (770) 558-6000 from
the handset of you fax machine.
The Pac-10’s passcode is 72210.
The following information will be
available by dialing the parentheti-
cal codes: release (3820) and the
latest box (3821). You may also ob-
tain the same information on the
internet at
www.mediateamlink.com.

CREDITS: The 2005 Washington softball media guide was written, designed, layed-out and edited by Assis-
tant Media Relations Director Misty Tucci. Cover design by Jay Torrell. Inside covers and page headers by
Assistant Media Relations Director Jeff Bechthold. Photographs by Rob Carlson, Jerry Laizure, Corky Trewin,
Joanie Komura, Bruce Terami, Allsport, Scott Bisch and Ben VanHouten. Special assistance by the UW coaching
staff, Bechthold, Andre Bayard, Alisa Brandle, Jesse Hulsing, Kortney Kinzer, Jonathan Price and Veronica
White. Printing by UW Department of Publications Services (Judy Robertson).
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' 1 2005 SCHEDULE/ @

JICKFACTS

2005 SCHEDULE QUICK FACTS

2/3 vs. Jacksonville! Honolulu, Hawaii 3pm School: University of Washington

2/4 vs. IPFW! Honolulu, Hawaii 2pm Location: Seattle, Wash.

25 vs. Oregon! Honolulu, Hawaii ——10am | pqqress: 229 Graves Bldg., Box 354070,
Paradise Classic Cont.! Honolulu, Hawaii TBA

2/6 Paradise Classic Cont.! Honolulu, Hawaii TBA - Seattle, WA 98195-4070

2111 vs. Louisville@ Las Vegas, Nev.  12:30 pm EoundEd' N NETIIEL 45 1)
vs. LSU@ Las Vegas, Nev.  5:30 pm prollment. 37,000 (26,800 undergradua_te)

212 vs. lllinois@ Las Vegas, Nev. 9am | Nickname: Huskies
vs. Central Florida@ Las Vegas, Nev.  11:15am Colors: Purple and Gold

213 vs. Tennessee@ Las Vegas, Nev.  9:15am Conference: Pacific-10

2/19 WILLAMETTE (DH) Seattle, Wash. Noon Home Facillty: HUSky Softball Stadium (1 ,500)

2125 vs. Northwesterni Paim Springs, Calt.  3:30pm | - Tess Box Phone: (2] (1 EReCkD
vs. Texas A&M# Palm Springs, Calif. 6 pm Web_s“e: www.gohuskies.com

2126 vs. Ohio State# Palm Springs, Calif. 10 am President: Dr. Mark Emmert
vs. Kansas# Palm Springs, Calif. 6 pm Athletic Director: Todd Turner

2127 vs. Oklahoma State# Palm Springs, Calif. 9am Asst. Athletic Dir. for Media Relations: Jim Daves

3/4 vs. Drake$ Las Vegas, Nev.  6:15 pm Asst. Media Relations Dir./SB Contact: ~ Misty Tucci

3/5 vs. lllinois-Chicago$ Las Vegas, Nev. ~ 9:30 am Work: (206) 685-3119
vs. Oklahoma$ Las Vegas, Nev.  11:45 am Cell: (206) 349-3119

3/6 vs. Long Beach State$ Las Vegas, Nev.  11:15am Fax: (206) 543-5000
vs. UNLV$ Las Vegas, Nev. ~ 3:45 pm E-mail: mistyrc@u.washington.edu

3/12 vs. Portland State (DH) Portland, Ore. Noon Head Coach: Heather Tarr (Washington, 1998)

3/17 vs. Nebraska® Fullerton, Calif. 4 pm Record at Washington: First season as head coach

3/18 vs. DePaul* Fullerton, Calif. ~ 1:30 pm Phone: (206) 543-3785
vs. Penn State? Fullerton, Calif. ~ 6:15 pm Assistant Coach: Eve Gaw (Washington, 1998)

3119 Kia Classic Cont.* Fullerton, Calif. TBA Phone: (206) 616-8618

3120 Kia Classic Cont." Fullerton, Calf. TBA | Assistant Coach: Robert Wagner (Washington, 1995)

3122 at Cal State Fullerton Fullerton, Calif. 4 pm Phone: (206) 543-5872

41 at Oregon* Eugene, Ore. 3pm Certified Athletic Trainer: Chrissy Messick

42 at Oregon State* Corvallis, Ore. 1pm Equipment Manager: Gary McGuire

4/3 at Oregon State” Corvallis, Ore. 1pm Strength/Conditioning Coach: Daniel Jahn

4l5 SIMON FRASER (DH) Seattle, Wash. 3 pm 2004 Overall Record: 40-19

4/8 at Ca"fom'f* Berkeley, Calif. 3pm 2004 Conference Record/Place: 10-10 (5th)

49 at Stanford Stanford, Calit. 1pm | 004 Postseason/Final NFCA Ranking: 4-2/No. 7

4/10 at Stanford* Stanford, Calif. 1pm . . i

415 ARIZIONA* Seattle, Wash. 1 pm Letterwinners R.eturnlngILost. 10/5

416 ARIZONA STATE* Seattle, Wash. 2pm | Starters Returning/Lost: 6/4

417 ARIZONA STATE* Seattle, Wash. 1pm NCAA Tournament Appearances: 11— 1994-2004

4122 at UCLA* Westwood, Calif. 2 pm NCAA Tournament Record: 46-20

4/23 at UCLA* Westwood, Calif. 2 pm Best NCAA Finish: World Series Runner-up (1996, 1999)

4/27 UCLA* Seattle, Wash. 1pm

4/29 STANFORD* Seattle, Wash. 1pm

4/30 CALIFORNIA* Seattle, Wash. 2 pm

51 CALIFORNIA* Seattle, Wash. 1pm

5/6 at Arizona State* Tempe, Ariz. 7 pm

57 at Arizona* Tucson, Arz. 7 pm

5/8 at Arizona* Tucson, Ariz. 1pm

5112 OREGON STATE* Seattle, Wash. 1pm

5113 OREGON* Seattle, Wash. 3pm

5/14 OREGON* Seattle, Wash. 1pm

5/20-22 NCAA Regionals TBA TBA

5/27-28  Super Regionals TBA TBA

6/2-7 Women'’s College World Series~  Oklahoma, City, Okla. TBA

! = Hawaii Chevron Classic (Honolulu, Hawaii)
@ = Desert Classic (Las Vegas, Nev.)

# = Palm Springs Classic (Palm Springs, Calif.)
$ = Las Vegas Classic (Las Vegas, Nev.)

A = Kia Classic (Fullerton, Calif.)

~=WCWS (Oklahoma City, Okla.)

* = Pacific-10 Conference game

All times local to site.
Bold indicates home game played at the Husky Softball Stadium (Seattle, Wash.)
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2005 NUMERICAL ROSTER

NAME POS B/T HT YRI/ELIG HOMETOWN/HIGH SCHOOL

1 Kailyn Ellinger OF L/L 5-9 Fr./HS Monroe, Wash./Monroe

3 Dena Tyson OF R/R 5-3 Jr./Jr. Corona, Calif./Corona

4 Dominique Lastrapes 2B LR 5-3 So./So. Laguna Hills, Calif./Laguna Hills

7 Aimee Minor OF R/R 5-6 Jr./Jr. San Jacinto, Calif./Hemet

8 Robyn Wike C/3B R/R 5-7 So./So. Newbury Park, Calif./Newbury Park

9 Jacki Hansen OF R/R 5-6 So./Tr. Mill Creek, Wash./Henry M. Jackson/Stanford
10 Kirsten L'Heureux C R/R 5-10 Sr./Sr. Bothell, Wash./Inglemoor/Western Washington
1 Ashley Charters SS LR 5-10 Fr./Fr. Newberg, Ore./Southridge

13 Caitlin Noble P R/R 5-8 Fr./Fr. Sammamish, Wash./Eastlake

14 Ashley Boek P R/IR 5-8 Sr./Sr. Redding, Calif./Shasta

15 Jessica Wilkinson OF R/R 6-0 Jr./So. Seattle, Wash./Garfield

18 Torie Coury IF/UT R/R 5-8 Fr./Fr. Everett, Wash./Everett

20 Lauren Greer OF L/L 5-10 Fr./Fr. Placentia, Calif./Mater Dei

21 Kathy Fiske 3B R/IR 5-8 Sr./Sr. Temecula, Calif./Linfield

22 Callie Bergan 1B R/L 5-10 Sr./Sr. Sammamish, Wash./Skyline

23 Sarah Hyatt 1B R/R 5-7 Jr.dr. Sedro-Woolley, Wash./Sedro-Wolley

31 Kristen Rivera C/DP R/R 5-10 Sr./Sr. Perris, Calif./Rancho Verde

Head Coach: Heather Tarr
Assistant Coaches: Eve Gaw and Robert Wagner

M3iIAied

Front row (I-r): Jacki Hansen, Dena Tyson, Aimee Minor, Kathy Fiske, Dominique Lastrapes; Middle Row: Kristen Rivera, Lauren Greer, Kirsten L’Heureux, Jessica Wilkinson,
Callie Bergan, Ashley Charters; Back Row: Ashley Boek, Torie Coury, Kailyn Ellinger, Caitlin Noble and Brenna Daugherty. Not pictured: Robyn Wike.
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KAILYN ELLINGER DENA TYSON DOMINIQUE LASTRAPES AIMEE MINOR ROBYN WIKE
5-9 « Fr. » OF 5-3«Jr.» OF 4 5-3+So0.°2B 7 5-6 « Jr. » OF 8 5-7 « So. » C/3B
L/L « Monroe, Wash. R/R ¢ Corona, Calif. L/R « Mission Viejo, Calif. R/R ¢ San Jacinto, Calif. R/R « Newbury Park, Calif.

5-6 * So. « OF
R/R « Mill Creek, Wash.

5-10+Sr.-C
R/R « Bothell, Wash.

5-10 « Fr. « SS
L/R « Newberg, Ore.

5-8+Fr.-P
R/R « Sammammish, Wash.

5-8+8Sr.+P
R/R « Redding, Calif.

JESSICA WILKINSON TORIE COURY LAUREN GREER Y FISKE CALLIE BERGAN
15 6-0« Sr. « OF 18 5-8 « Fr. « IF/UT 5-10 « Fr. « OF 58 *Sr.»3B 5-10+Sr.» 1B
R/R « Seattle, Wash. R/R « Everett, Wash. L/L - Placentia, Calif. R/R « Temecula, Calif. RIR Sammamish, Wash.

JACKI HANSEN 1 0 KIRSTEN L'HEUREUX 11 ASHLEY CHARTERS 1 3 CAITLIN NOBLE 14 ASHLEY BOEK

SARAH HYATT KRISTEN RIVERA HEATHER TARR EVE GAW ROBERT WAGNER
2 3 5.7« 1B 3 1 510+ Sr. « C/DP HEAD COACH ASSISTANT COACH ASSISTANT COACH
RIR « Sedro-Woolley, Wash. R/R « Perris, Calif.

6 — 2005 Washington Softball Media Guide




The Washington softball team will have a new look
this season as head coach Heather Tarr takes the
reigns of a solid Husky program. Tarr, a former
assistant and associate head coach at Pacific, is
more than familiar with the storied traditions of
Washington softball. The Redmond, Wash., native
was a four-year letterwinner for the Huskies from
1994-97 and a student assistant in 1998 when
Washington advanced to the national semifinal
game. Joining Tarr on the coaching staff are
assistants Eve Gaw and Robert Wagner and both
also have strong ties to the Washington softball
program. Gaw is a former UW All-American pitcher
and designated player, and Wagner, also a UW
graduate, is married to former Husky pitcher Nancy
Wagner.

“The Husky tradition is important to all of us,”
says Tarr. “We know and believe in the values of
this program and intend to carry on those traditions
as coaches. We believe in outworking and
outsmarting our opponent and in overcoming
adversity. We are equally committed to academics
and we want to insure that student-athletes come
to Washington for the right reasons, and that they
graduate and are prepared for a career when they
leave.”

While the Husky coaching staff has a new look,
the goals of the 2005 team are the same as ever.

“The team sat down this fall and came up with
their own list of goals, their list mirrored ours,” says
Tarr. “We want to be in the national championship
game this year and we want to win it. We are going
to focus on the little parts of the game and treat
them as big parts. We are offensively, emphasizing
hitting with runners in scoring position, putting the
ball in play with two strikes. Defensively, we will rely
on a strong pitching staff and a consistent defense.

“The team has been working hard this fall and
every player has improved, which is exciting to see.
People have jumped on board and have realized
what we are about and that we all want the same
things. We are on common ground and we are going
after that national championship.”

Leading the Huskies’ run toward the national
title are 10 returning players, including seven
starters. Three-time All-American Kristen Rivera and
all-conference hurler Ashley Boek represent one of
the strongest batteries in the country. UW also
returns three of its starting infielders and two
outfielders for the 2005 campaign. Six of
Washington’s starters have held primary positions
for at least two years and experience and depth will
be a big advantage for the Huskies this season.

To prepare Washington for the strenuous Pac-
10 season and NCAA Tournament, the Huskies will
participate in five pre-conference tournaments. The
Huskies will face a host of softball powerhouses,
including fellow 2004 Women’s College World
Series teams Oklahoma and LSU as well as
Tennessee and Nebraska.

“The tournament portion of our schedule is
going to be tough,” says Tarr. “We are going to be
challenged from the very first weekend when we
face Oregon in Hawaii. Our plan for those pre-
conference games is to get better each time we take
the field. We need to be ready to battle each
weekend when the Pac-10 season arrives because
every game is going to be a dogfight. We are going

to take the season one game at a time
and will look for consistency.
Consistency is what it's going to take
to return to the World Series.”

INFIELD

The Huskies return three starting
infielders for the 2005 season, including
first baseman Sarah Hyatt, second
baseman Dominique Lastrapes and
third baseman Kathy Fiske.

Hyatt, a junior, led the Huskies
with 49 runs batted in last season. She
hit .232 and her power was evident by
her six doubles, 12 home runs and .489
slugging percentage. Hyatt ranks ninth
on the UW all-time home run list with
19 and was a Pac-10 All-Conference
honorable mention selection last year.

“Sarah is a great athlete,” says
Tarr. “She has great footwork around
the base. Sarah knows how to get the
job done. She’s a hard worker and is a
tough kid. | believe she is going to have
a breakout season this year.”

Lastrapes returns for her
sophomore campaign after a standout
freshman season. Last year, she
earned All-America honorable mention
honors after hitting .371 with a team
leading 75 hits and 41 runs scored. The Huskies
knew they had someone special as their leadoff
hitter when she opened her career with an 11-game
hitting streak. She peaked in the postseason,
opening the NCAA Tournament with 10 consecutive
hits to set a NCAA record, while her .565 (13-for-
23) postseason batting average set a Washington
record.

“Dominique had a great freshman year,” says
Tarr. “She has been working on her short game and
is going to keep opponents guessing with her ability
to bunt, slap and hit for power. Defensively, she has
great feet and great hands. She works very hard
and wants to build upon her success from last year.
We look for Dom to be a rock for us at second base.”

Fiske returns to third base for her senior year.
Last season, she hit .273 with eight doubles, seven
home runs and 28 RBIs. She led the team during
the conference season with five home runs and 15
RBIs to earn Pac-10 All-Conference second team
honors. Fiske’'s 105 RBIs and .477 slugging
percentage rank eighth and ninth, respectively, on
Washington’s all-time career charts.

“Kathy will play a huge role for us,” says Tarr.
“She is a smart player and is a great field general.
Kathy has a tremendous field vision and is able to
make big-time plays. Offensively, she has shown a
lot of improvement over her three years. She is one
of our top returning hitters.”

The Huskies will look to freshman Ashley
Charters to step in at shortstop after the graduation
of Amanda Oleson. Charters, a two-time Oregon
State Player of the Year, was a four-time all-league
selection at Southridge High School (Newburg,
Ore.). She was the 2004 Metro League Player of
the Year and has significant national experience at
the club level. Charters was a member of the

ol
g
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Ashley Boek set UW single-season records last season for games
started and complete games.

national runner-up team at the 1998 Little League
World Series and won the 2002 16-A National Title
with the Oregon Sun Supply summer team.

“Ashley is extremely fast,” says Tarr. “She is
very raw and has many tools to build upon. Her
success will depend upon her ability to learn on the
fly and make quick adjustments. | think she will
surprise a lot of people this year—maybe even
herself.”

Washington’s 2005 squad is deep and the
Huskies will look to senior Callie Bergan and
freshman Torie Coury to contribute to the infield line-
up.

Bergan played in 29 games last season,
making 12 starts at first base. She hit. 256 with a
double and seven RBIs. Bergan also drew five walks
and scored six runs for the Huskies.

“Callie has made a lot of improvements this
fall,” says Tarr. “Her range has improved as has her
ability to move side-to-side. She has been working
on her footwork around the base. Callie brings a lot
of leadership both on and off the field.”

Coury is an Everett, Wash., native and was a
standout player at Everett High School. She led the
team to its first-ever state tournament appearance
as a freshman and again as a junior. Coury has a
wealth of summer ball experience, winning the 1999
NSA State Championship and placing second at the
2000 NSA World Series and 2003 NFPSA.

“When Torie was recruited, she was a sleeper
and not a lot of people knew about her,” says Tarr.
“She is a scrappy kid and will help us out at third
base, shortstop and second base. Torie led the team
in hitting in the fall tournament, and we are excited
about the contributions she will make this season.”

2005 Washington Softball Media Guide F— 7
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PREVIEW

OUTFIELD

Washington returns two starters to the outfield in
juniors Aimee Minor and Dena Tyson.

Minor has been a two-year starter in right field
and will challenge for the starting centerfield position
after the graduation of Rita Roach. Last season,
Minor played in 56 games and hit .275 with a team
leading 12 doubles. She scored 27 runs, drove in
19 runs and hit two triples and two home runs. Minor
ranks 10™ on the UW all-time list with a .448 career
slugging percentage. Last year, she peaked in the
postseason, hitting .455 to earn all-tournament
honors at the regional.

“We are looking for Aimee to provide a lot of
leadership this season,” says Tarr. “She has a strong
arm, good range and a lot of experience. She played
all summer with a competitive women’s team and
has continued to improve her game.”

Tyson is coming off a shoulder injury that kept
her out of the outfield for the majority of last season.
She is still recovering and may miss the first few
weeks of the 2005 season defensively. Last year,
Washington looked to Tyson to fill in as the
designated player. She led the team with nine game-
winning hits while hitting .223 and driving in 26 RBlIs.

“Depending on how fast Dena makes it back
from her injury, she is going to be able to play a big
role for us this season,” says Tarr. “She is a fun kid
to be around, has a lot of charisma and her
teammates want to play with her. Dena has won a
lot of games for this team with her bat and has shown
alot of heart playing through her injury last season.”

Other players vying for a spot in the outfield
are junior Jessica Wilkinson and newcomers Jacki
Hansen, Lauren Greer and Kailyn Ellinger.

Wilkinson appeared in 38 games last year,
making three starts in right field. She was
Washington'’s first person off the bench to pinch run
and scored 13 times last season.

“Jessica is a great athlete,” says Tarr. “She can
run and she has learned a lot over the last few years
by watching people. She is very smart and | think
she will be successful when she gets her
opportunities.”

Hansen is a sophomore transfer from Stanford.
She is a Mill Creek, Wash., native and played for
the Lady Gold Hawks summer team under coach
Gaw. Last season, she was a member of the
Cardinal squad that tied for third at the Women'’s
College World Series. She appeared in 38 games
and made four starts in the outfield.

“Jacki is a great athlete with a lot of speed,”
says Tarr. “Offensively, she has a lot of pop. Getting
consistent at-bats will be key to her success.”

Greer is a freshman out of Placentia, Calif. She
was a three-time all-league selection at Mater Dei
High School, the same school that producer former
Husky All-American Tia Bollinger. Greer led the team
to the state semifinals twice and was a two-time all-
county pick.

“Lauren can hit, slap and bunt,” says Tarr. “She
has great speed and is going to help us out
offensively. Defensively, she has some catching up
to do but | am excited to see how much she can
improve this season.”

Ellinger is a freshman from Monroe, Wash. She
was a three-time all-league selection at Monroe High
School and was a two-time all-area honoree.

“Kailyn has great body awareness and is able
to make quick adjustments,” says Tarr. “I foresee
her making a big impact for us as a pinch runner,
while she improves her skills in the outfield. She is
also interested in pitching and will continue to work
to develop that skill.”

BATTERY

Headlining the Husky battery are seniors Ashley
Boek and Kristen Rivera. Boek led Washington to
its second-consecutive College World Series
appearance last season with a 29-13 record and
set Husky season records with 43 starts and 34
complete games. She was Washington’s only
pitcher for much of the season as an injury sidelined
Bollinger. She struck out 283 batters and tossed 11
shutouts to earn second team Pac-10 All-
Conference honors and was named to the all-
tournament team at the NCAA Regional after
allowing just two runs in four games.

“Ashley has the experience, knowledge and
ability to carry our team this year,” says Tarr. “Her
strength has been her speed. She is a true power
pitcher but this season she has added a bit of finesse
to her repertoire. It's exciting because she’s only
been known as a power pitcher. She has added a
lot more movement to her pitches and she’s going
to be able to put some people on their heels and
they aren’t going to know what’s coming.”

Rivera is a three-time All-American and has
earned the Diamond Sports Catcher of the Year
award for the last two seasons. Last year, she
became the first Washington player to be named
Pacific-10 Conference Player of the Year after hitting
.385 with 17 home runs and 47 RBIs. She also was

among the nation’s leaders with a .825 slugging
percentage. Behind the plate, Rivera committed just
three errors in 396 chances for a .992 clip.

“Kristen leads by example,” says Tarr. “She is
a strong kid and is a natural talent. She has a
tremendous arm, has good feet and her ability to
throw to any bag is second to none. She is one of
the most feared hitters in the country and our goal
is for her to stay patient and look for good pitches. |
don't care if they walk her every time she comes to
bat- we'll just steal her.”

Joining Boek and Rivera to the Washington
battery are newcomers Caitlin Noble and Kirsten
L'Heureux.

Noble is a freshman pitcher from Sammamish,
Wash. She was a two-time All-Eastside Player of
the Year and led her team to a second place finish
at the 2004 state championship. Noble was the 2004
King County Journal Female Athlete of the Year and
played for coach Gaw on the Washington Lady Gold
Hawks summer team.

Caitlin is a finesse pitcher,” says Tarr. “She hits
her spots, competes and battles to win. In
combination with a couple of new pitches and being
able to move the ball on every level, she is going to
be successful here at Washington.”

L'Heureux is a senior transfer from Western
Washington. At WWU, L’'Heureux played 48 games
for the Vikings, before being sidelined with a broken
hand during her sophomore year. She hit .276 for
Western with 21 RBIs and a .407 slugging
percentage.

“Kirsten has been a pleasant surprise,” says
Tarr. “She is a strong kid with a good arm. She works
great with the pitchers and has already developed
a great rapport with both Caitlin and Ashley. Kirsten
is going to see some time behind the plate for us
this year.”

Three-time All-American Kristen Rivera will be Washington’s starting catcher.
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